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Team Poetry Lessons 
Some Guidelines 

 
 
 

Topics: 
Three teams will be assigned a poet: either 
Dickinson, Frost, or Hughes. 

Four teams will be assigned a theme: either 
love and longing, teaching and learning, humor 
and satire, or ‘Border Crossings.’ 
 

Poems: 
Use the poems in The Bedford Introduction to 
Literature, 8th ed. 

You may add one additional poem if you feel it 
necessary. 
 

Secondary Sources: 

Print: 
 Use the critical material in the literature 

anthology. 

Electronic: 
 Begin with the widest group of Internet 

sites you can locate but at least ten, 
exclusive of encyclopedias and other 
general sites.  

 From that group, select the three most 
helpful. 

 

Presentation: 
 Your team will give a short lesson on your 

poet. You will probably want to focus on 
two of the poems. You want the point of 
the lesson to be something more valuable 
than, say, Dickinson is swell. Find a focus. 
You will have 20-30 minutes, inclusive of 
any class discussion or questions you 
choose to include. Your grade will be 
penalized for every minute you go beyond 
30. 

 You are to include some sort of a visual aid 
along the way. It could be projected, drawn 
on the board, held up. posted…. you decide 
what will be most effective. 

 

Written work: 
 You will submit a lesson summary of about 

one side of one page. 

 You will turn in as well a tidy list of the web 
sites your team found. Include the title and 
the URL for each. 

 You will write an “AP-type” essay question 
that prompts writers to identify one or 
more techniques or devices your poet uses 
and to explain how the poet uses them to 
convey an element such as theme, 
character, tone, point of view, idea, setting, 
mood, or the like. 

 The written work may be handwritten, 
printed, or submitted electronically. 

 
 


