
 

from Teaching the Multiparagraph Essay  •  Jane Schaffer 

Using Peer Response 
one way to do it 

 
Procedure: 
• Students bring in two copies of their draft—copies, not their original 
• The teacher collects the copies and redistributes them, giving two different drafts to each student. 
• The teacher models the writing of questions for a paragraph of an essay draft. 
• As homework, students “work through” each of the two essay drafts. 

(Alternatively, the students bring in one copy. The teacher redistributes the copies, one to a student. At the 
next class meeting, the teacher collects the drafts and the peer responses, then redistributes the drafts to a 
second student reviewer. The second reviewer should not see the review of the first to avoid being 
“blinded” by it.) 

 
Student reviewers: 

1. write their response questions on separate paper and do not mark the original essay. 

2. make no suggestions about ‘cosmetic’ changes, such as style, diction, spelling, syntax, or the 
like. The questions address content only. 

3. write questions only, no comments. 

4. make no judgments about the essay or any of its parts. 

5. write a minimum of fourteen valid and helpful questions for each essay: 

o Student reviewers write the questions paragraph by paragraph. 

o Valid here means questions that help a writer think about making changes. 

o Helpful here means that the question is intended to help improve the content. 

o There are no “yes/no” questions. 

o Student reviewers may well not know the answer to a question they ask. 

o Questions do not state or imply evaluation, as in ‘Why didn’t you…’ or ‘What the heck is this 
supposed to mean?’ 

 
Assessment: 

 Students must comment on the whole essay to get credit. 

 Students’ own essay grades are lowered one letter for each peer response not completed. 

 Students are penalized for making cosmetic suggestions in writing. 
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from Teaching the Multiparagraph Essay  •  Jane Schaffer 

Peer Response 
Sample Student Essay 

 
The following first draft was written by a ninth-grade student on the following assignment on 

Romeo and Juliet. It is typed as written. 
 

ROMEO AND JULIET “The Valid and the Helpful” 

Juliet is only 14, but by meeting Romeo, she 
virtually becomes an adult. Her attitude changes 
dramatically as does her outward appearance. 

1. Who are Juliet and Romeo? 
2. Why and how does she become an adult by 

meeting Romeo? 
3. What was her attitude before? after? 
4. What was her outward appearance before? 

after? 
 

Through the start of Shakespeare’s play 
“Romeo and Juliet” Juliet is constantly being 
pressured by others to get married and find the 
right person for herself. She doesn’t know what to 
do about the unwanted pressure because she 
hasn’t really found the right man and she doesn’t 
want to be forced into anything. 

1. Who is pressuring Juliet to get married? 
2. Why is she being forced to marry? 
3. Why is she getting married so young? 

When she meets Romeo, her atitude shifts 
toward him. She can never stop thinking of him. 
This change brought about happiness, because her 
search for him had ended, yet it also brought 
about misfortune, because it was apparent that 
there would be trouble with them being in 
different families. Juliet eventually becomes so 
obsessed with his presence, that she is willing to 
do anything to stay with him, even kill herself. This 
was the very sad part of her change. She was 
unable to control it, and her love for Romeo 
backfired. 

1. How does her attitude shift? 
2. What examples from the story show she 

can’t stop thinking of him? 
3. What is the change that brought about 

happiness? 
4. What misfortune happened? 
5. Why would there be trouble because they 

were in different families? 
6. Did they get married or not? 
7. What wasn’t she able to control? 

 

Juliets change was an important one. It gave 
“Romeo and Juliet,” happiness, theme, and 
tragedy. 

1. Why was the change an important one? 
2. What themes did it give Romeo and Juliet? 
3. What tragedy took place? 
4. How did the change give people happiness? 
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Sample Student Questions for Peer Revision 
Reviewer: Jane Quickly  •  Writer: Harry LeRoy 
  

¶1 1. What causes their self-realizations? 

 2. What are some of the old customes they leave? 

 3. Why do they feel they have to leave their 
family? memories? Do they fell trapped? 

  

¶2 4. Why was Edna so bored? 

 5. What were the trivial tasks that she did 
everyday? 

 6. What would have made Edna feel useful and 
important? self-worth, dignity? 

 7. What was the relationship between Edna and 
her husband? Was it love or just convenient? 

 8. Did the relationship between Ginny and Ty 
change? Why? When? 

  

¶3 9. What was an example when Robert made 
Edna feel important? 

 10. Did Robert really love Edna? Why did he 
leave her? 

 11. Why wasn’t Ginny truley in love with Jess? 
What is an example to support this? 

  

¶4 12. In what ways did Reiz support Edna? What 
did Edna learn from the wise woman? 

 13. Doyou think suicide was an act of courage, or 
a sign that she had given up? Why? 

 14. Why did Edna want to break the ties with her 
family? 

 15. What were some of the problems unresolved? 

  

¶5 16. What lead Edna and Ginny to find themselves 
trapped in a boring life? 

 17. What did Edna and Ginny to do in order to 
break away? 

 18. Was their discoveries a positive or negative 
influence on their lives? Why? 

Reviewer: Jennifer Schaffer  •  Writer: Harry LeRoy 
  

¶1 1. Does either one of the women succeed in this 
quest? 

 2. What is it about Edna’s family that binds her? 
What is it about Ginny’s? 

 3. What old customers must Edna leave? Which 
ones must Ginny leave? 

  

¶2 4. What type of “respected individual” did Edna 
strive to become? What type did Ginny strive 
for? 

 5. What sort of things did Edna do to make 
herself feel important? Were these the same or 
different from what Ginny did? 

 6. What “trivial tasks” did Edna (and Ginny?) 
resent so much? 

 7. Though their husbands were not supportive of 
their liberation, was society? 

 8. Did either woman resent her husband for his 
attitude and/or lack of support? 

  

¶3 9. What did Joe (real name Robert) do to treat 
Edna as a person? 

 10. What did Jess do for Ginny hat Ty no longer 
did? Did he make her feel beautiful or special 
again? 

 11. What made Jess exciting and mysterious? 

 12. Does Ginny “love” Jess because he has all that 
Ty doesn’t? 

  

¶4 13. What kind of solace are Edna and Ginny 
truly searching for? Does it have anything to 
do with men? 

 14. What is Kate Chopin saying about trying to 
live with no support whatever? 

 15. Was Edna’s liberation worth death? 

 16. Why does total emotional freedom not satisfy 
Ginny? 

 17. What causes the “strained & uncomfortable” 
feeling? Could it be the way Rose & Ginny’s 
relationship ended? 

 18. Is making amends necessary for personal 
resolution? 

 19. Was Rose’s “support” 

 20. Was Ginny’s liberation worth it? 

  

¶5 21. What was unsatisfying about the women’s lives 
in the beginning? How about in the end? 

 22. Were the husbands truly the root of their 
problems? 

 23. Was there any way Edna or Ginny could find 
someone who truly would respect them as an 
individual? Or were they stuck with a choice 
between degrading husbands vs. lonely 
solitude? Did they think they saw this person 
in Robert & Jess? 
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Draft of Student Essay for Peer Revision 

Just as Edna in The Awakening, Ginny 
in Thousand Acres sets out on a quest 
of self discovery and independence. 
Though Edna is searching for women’s 
rights and Ginny aspires to become a 
more assertive and strong individual, 
both share the common struggle of 
leaving their family and old customs. 

Both women wanted to rid themselves 
of their passive wife roles and gain 
the freedom to become a respected 
individual. Edna was bored of her 
meaningless life as a wife and mother. 
She felt her days were filled with 
trivial tasks and yearned to feel 
useful and important. Her husband who 
felt women were created to have babies 
and serve their husbands and didn’t 
support Edna in her search of self-
sufficantcy. Ginny’s husband Ty was 
quiet and passive, and like Edna’s 
spouse believed women should keep their 
opinions to themselves. He was angered 
by Ginny’s new aggressive stand she 
took against her father and didn’t 
think it was approiate for her to act 
in such a way. Also like Edna’s husband 
Ty didn’t support Ginny in her quest of 
self discovery and independence. Though 
both women longed for the freedom to be 
an individual, neither received any 
assistance from their husband. 

Edna and Ginny each had an affair 
with a younger man they felt understood 
them and helped them where their 
husbands had failed.  Joe  (??)was the 
only one who actually treated Edna as a 
person rather than a mother or wife. He 
liked to talk with her and respected 
her opinion, something no one else had 
ever done. He made her feel important 
and that her feelings really mattered, 
leading her to fall in love with him. 
Her love for Joe however, was not 
necessarily with him as a person, but 
rather the idea that someone saw her as 
and individual and treated her with 
respect. Ginny had an affair with Jess 
Clark, and old childhood playmate who 
left the farm years before and returned 
an exciting yet mysterious stranger. 
Jess was daring. He became a vegetarian 
and wanted to try new methods of 
farming. Jess was the antithesis of Ty 
as he didn’t hesitate to speak his 
opinion or do things his own way. Like 

Edna, Ginny wasn’t truely in love with 
Jess, but the excitement and change he 
brought to the life she was tired and 
bored of. Both Ginny and Edna have an 
affair with men who seem to fit the 
change they are yearning for in their 
unsatisfing lives. 

As each succeeds in breaking away 
from their orignal unhappy lifestyle, 
they discover that although they gained 
freedom, they failed in their attempts 
of finding a life that would bring them 
solace.. Edna was unhappy because Joe 
left her, for he knew their love was 
forbidden, and she was left with no one 
who understood or supported her 
individual lifestyle. Her husband and 
society thought she was going insane 
and believed her dreams and aspirations 
were inaproiate and wierd. She was a 
woman ahead of her times trapped in a 
world that supported oldfashioned 
beliefs. With no strength or support 
from other Edna saw no other solution 
to her dilema than to commit suicide 
which admitted her defeat in her 
efforts to find happiness through 
indepedence. Ginny lives her dream of 
being out on her own and raising Rose’s 
daughters, but like Edna she is not 
content with her new life. Her nieces 
don’t trust her and there’s a strained 
and uncomfortable feeling in their 
lives. Although she broke all ties with 
her family like she had originally 
wanted to, things still felt unfinished 
and problems unresolved as the entire 
family either left or died without 
making ammends. Ginny no longer had 
Rose to talk to or to understand or 
support her, all she did was work and 
sleep. Edna and Ginny both wanted 
freedom unaware that it would also 
bring lonely solitude. 

Edna and Ginny were both trapped in 
boring unsatisfying lives. They wanted 
independence from their husbands who 
they believed were keeping them from 
escaping from their miserable lives and 
preventing them from being free. As 
each broke away and attained control of 
their own life, they discovered that 
complete independence from everyone is 
not what they needed, but someone who 
understood that they wanted to be 
respected as an individual. 
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Revision of Student Essay after Peer Revision 

Just as Edna in The Awakening, Ginny in A Thousand Acres 
realizes through the influence of her adulterer that life as a 
housewife doesn’t bring satisfaction or contentment. Each 
yearning for self-identity and respect as an individual, they set 
out on a quest of self-discovery and freedom. Though Edna is 
searching for women’s rights and Ginny aspires to become a 
more assertive and strong woman, both share the common 
struggle of esscaping the grasps of a husband unsympathic to 
their feelings or needs who binds them to their dismal life. 

Both women wanted to rid themselves of their passive wife 
roles and gain the freedom to become a woman respected as an 
individual instead of identified as their husband’s faithful 
spouse. Edna was bored of her meaningless life as a wife and 
mother. She felt her days were filled with trivial tasks such as 
preparing meals and caring for children and yearned to feel 
useful and important. Edna’s marriage was on of convience, not 
love. The two never really spent time together, her husband 
would go off and do his own thing, knowing that when he 
returned home, his obedient wife would be waiting. He 
thought Edna was insane and stubborn when she expressed she 
was unhappy with her life and wanted some independence. Her 
husband thought women were created to have babies and serve 
their husbands and didn’t support Edna in her search of 
self-sufficantcy. Ginny’s husband Ty was quiet and passive, and 
like Edna’s spouse believed women should keep their opinions to 
themselves. Not one to be an assertive attacker himself, he was 
angered by Ginny’s new aggressive stand she took against her 
father and didn’t feel it was approiate behavior. Ty’s philosophy 
of life was not to get involved in disputes and let people do 
their own thing in attempt to keep peace. He believed in 
following the rules and not breaking tradition which is why he 
couldn’t empathize with Ginny’s plight of being dissatisfied 
with her role as a farmwife. Because of his own beliefs, he 
didn’t understand why Ginny wanted to break away from the 
typical farmwife steryotype and didn’t support her in her quest 
of self-discovery and independence. Though both women longed 
for the freedom to be an individual, neither received any 
assistance from their husband. 

Edna and Ginny each had an affair with a younger man they 
felt understood them and helped them where their husbands 
had failed. Robert was the only one who actually treated Edna as 
a person rather than a mother or wife by really listening to her 
when she talked and respecting her opinion, something no one 
else had ever done. He made her feel important by spending all 
his free time with her, encouraging converstation and true 
expression of her feelings. Her love for Robert however, was not 
necessarily with him as a person, but rather the idea that 
someone saw her as and individual and treated her with respect. 
Ginny had an affair with Jess Clark, and old childhood playmate 
who left the farm years before and returned an exciting yet 
mysterious stranger. Jess was educated and well traveled and 
seemed to spread jovialness and gaity whenever he was 
around. He was the antithesis of Ty as he didn’t hesitate to 
speak his opinion or do things his own way. The land was Ty’s 
first love and priority, not Ginny. Jess made Ginny feel beautiful 
and special again by treating her with respect and making her 
believe that someone loved her above anything else. Like Edna, 
Ginny wasn’t truely in love with Jess, but the excitment and 

change he brought to the life she was tired and bored of and the 
idea that someone loved her more than the land. Both Ginny and 
Edna have an affair with men who seem to fit the change they 
are yearning for in their unsatisfing lives. 

As each succeeds in breaking away from their orignal 
unhappy lifestyle, they discover that although they gained 
freedom, they failed in their attempts of finding a life that would 
bring them solace. Edna was unhappy because Robert left her, 
for he knew their love was forbidden, and she was left with no 
one who understood or supported her individual lifestyle. Her 
husband and society thought she was going insane and believed 
her dreams and aspirations were inaproiate and wierd. She was 
a woman ahead of her times trapped in a world that supported 
oldfashioned beliefs. In those times it was uncommon for a 
woman to want her own identity or break away from her 
husband’s protective care. With no strength or support from 
others except Mme Reiz who taught Edna to follow her dreams 
no matter what people thought, Edna only succeeded in 
secluding. herself even more, for the wise Mme Reiz was also 
an outcast of society. Edna saw no other solution to her dilema 
than to commit suicide which admitted her defeat in her efforts 
to find happiness through indepedence. Ginny lives her dream 
of being out on her own and separated from a husband whose 
passiveness she had outgrown and was tying her down, but like 
Edna she is not content. [——] Betrayed by both Jess and Rose 
as Jess left Ginny for her sister, Ginny is hurt that her lover no 
longer loves or is interested in her and Rose who has been her 
best friend since childhood traded their special love for the 
affection of a man. Ginny no longer has someone who cares for 
her or offers emotional support. Although she broke all ties with 
her family like she had originally wanted to, things still felt 
unfinished and problems unresolved as the entire family either 
left or died without making ammends. Society looked down on 
Ginny because of the harsh manner in which she treated her 
father. It was rumored that she and Rose drove Larry insane 
and she recieves only bitter resentment and hostility from the 
public. Without a friend in the world, all Ginny did was work 
and sleep. She had nothing to live for or bring joy in her life. 
Ginny won the battle of escaping her unhappy life as a 
farmwife but los+ the war as she discovers independence also 
brings discontent. Edna and Ginny both wanted freedom 
unaware that it would also bring lonely solitude. 

Edna and Ginny were both trapped in boring unsatisfying 
lives. They wanted independence from their husbands who they 
believed were the reason they were without their own identity 
and kept them from escaping from their miserable lives. As each 
broke away and attained control of their own life, the one 
person who they had trusted and depended on for strength and 
support along the way left them isolated and alone in a world 
that didn’t except or understand their thirst for freedom. They 
discovered that complete independence from everyone is not 
what they needed, but someone who understood that they 
wanted to be respected as an individual. 
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